This work is the proceedings of a conference held at the University of Rochester in 1962. It consists of 23 papers and, as is so often the case, they are not of equal quality. A couple, in fact, occupy only two or three pages, and their substance does not warrant inclusion. On the other hand, the majority of the papers constitute real contributions to descriptions of the use of computers in biomedical research. Five of the papers treat of patient care, while another five are concerned with research in neurophysiology. The remaining papers are spread throughout the field although there are two in psychology and two in information retrieval.
Despite the fact that the book appears two years after the conference, it is still largely up-to-date for anyone who is contemplating initiating the use of computer techniques in his research. This is a work which any beginner in biomedical computation should look through, for it will probably suggest to him techniques and procedures to be explored. Dr. Moulder feels strongly that the time has come to end the argument and confusion as to whether or not the psittacosis group of agents are viruses. To do so he has assembled three of his lectures given at Rutgers in 1963 into a small, concise book dealing with the general and metabolic properties of the psittacosis group and their relationship to other life forms. The book serves as an excellent review of the properties of the group; it is clearly written and quite handsomely printed. The conclusions he reaches, apparent from the title of the volume, are not quite so easy to digest. Dr. Moulder points out so many features of the psittacosis group that are different from those of true bacteria that it is difficult to see why his contention that they are small bacteria is any less irrational than calling them large viruses. He also tends to simply ignore data that do not support his view. He does not discuss, for example, the reports of an eclipse phase during growth of psittacosis nor the finding that there is a ten-hour lag between DNA formation and its incorporation into psittacosis particles, both features that are not consistent with what he considers to be clearly established binary fission in this group of agents. His contention that they should not be called viruses, however, is admirably supported.
